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101. PHILOSOPHY AND OBJECTIVES OF EDUCATION

The development of wholesome, mature citizenship in our American Democracy
requires not only an understanding and appreciation of the benefits of freedom, but
also an obligation to exercise this freedom without violating the rights of others. The
Jefferson-Morgan Schools place attitudes, standards and the power to think clearly
above the acquisition of any specific body of facts and provide opportunities for
participation in democratic procedures, not only through the usual academic
program, but the extracurricular activities of the school system.

The total school program is dedicated to the enrichment of life for the whole child.
This is accomplished by recognizing the importance of each individual and by
helping each student to discover and develop his/her own potentialities to the fullest
extent. The curriculum should not remain static, but should develop according to the
demands of the times, preparing boys and girls to be the men and women of their
own era, realizing the great variety of differences in ability of the students, and in
their interests and plans for the future. Through cooperation, planning, good teaching
and group living, the schools hope to provide the experiences in responsibility,
competition, leadership and friendship so necessary to prepare its young citizens to
contribute to life in the home, the community and the world at large.

We believe the challenge today is to provide the learning climate in which each
student will be motivated to acquire the knowledge and understanding of people,
forces, and events to reach the highest possible level of his/her abilities in order to fit
him/her for his/her place in the world of work; above all to understand and
appreciate the benefits of freedom without violating the rights of his/her fellowmen/
women.

We dedicate ourselves to the task of providing the best education that is possible for
the members of the school and the community of the Jefferson-Morgan School
District. In order to reach our goal we have framed the following objectives:

1. To identify as early as possible those with special talents and abilities in order
that these talents may be developed to the fullest by each individual. To achieve
this, we begin in the elementary grades to look for competence in areas of
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reading and number skills. At the same time, we take into consideration special
abilities in art, music and crafts. We continue this program throughout the entire
school life of the child.

2. To assist in guiding each individual to the highest level of attainment where s/he
is capable of setting and adhering to high standards of performance. This is done
by careful evaluation of each individual's capabilities for the purpose of his/her
proper placement by means of teachers' recommendations, parental conferences,
tests, and student interests.

3. To place students in proper learning levels whenever it is deemed intellectually
and/or socially desirable. Decisions are made as a result of advice or pupil
service specialists in the fields of speech, hearing, and psychology.

4. To develop respect for moral and spiritual values upon which our democracy
was founded. This we strive to accomplish through various school activities such
as assemblies, clubs, charitable projects, and other social activities.

5. To develop and intensify in all individuals those habits of self-discipline and that
regard for the rights of others which are part of our obligation to our creator and
to our fellow beings. These things are done through the activities, and the
conduct of classes.

6. To provide a learning climate for the growth of creativity in each individual so
that s/he will be prepared for the more exacting requirements of living in a
changing scientific-technological society. This climate is fostered by students'
participation in industrial and fine arts, science, language, home economics,
office laboratories, and in club activities.

7. To prepare our people to recognize change as an inevitable element of life, to
meet new conditions with resourcefulness and self-assurance. This is an integral
part of lesson plans growing out of each planned instruction.

8. To provide the individual with cultural values, moral, spiritual, aesthetic, and
human, through the effective study of literature, art, and music, and at the same
time, provide for the enrichment of leisure time. This is done through choral and
band activities, art, and literature courses.

9. To inculcate health habits through an effective study of health needs in planning
work and play, and through emphasizing the importance of cooperation between
home and community in safeguarding and promoting general health. Home visits

Page 2 of 3




101. PHILOSOPHY AND OBJECTIVES OF EDUCATION - Pg. 3

10.

1.

by the nurse and home and school visitor, physical education courses, driver
education, cafeteria services, physical examinations, bus transportation, home
economics, and related club activity help to attain this objective.

To assist the individual to develop desirable attitudes toward an understanding of
the problem of family living so that s/he may realize a worthy home
membership. Although special emphasis is given in the certain classes, this, as in
Number 7, is an integral part of lesson plans growing out of each planned
instruction.

The Jefferson-Morgan School District is committed to nondiscrimination to
assure equal opportunity for all persons regardless of race, color, religion,
national origin, ancestry, age, gender, sexual orientation, or handicap/disability.
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